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HISTORY OF TI i E  CUSTODY AND DEPLOYMEN 
OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS (U) 

JULY 1945 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 1977 

PREPARED BY 

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY 
OF DEFENSE (ATOMIC ENERGY) 

FEBRUARY 1978 

I "T'5-^?^-!:!-) *A 
CLASSIFIED BY: ATSD(AE1 AND CG-W-4 - 



Initial Deployments to NATO 

County  Date No. of weapon systems* 

Britain September 1954 
West Germany March 1955 
Italy April 1957 
France August 1958 
Turkey February 1959 
Netherlands April 1960 
Greece October 1960 
Belgium November 1963 

"Â¥Include Pershing I1 and GLCM 



U.S. Weapon Systems Deployed to NATO Europe 

Range/Kms 
Aircraft Bombs 
Missiles 

Thor 3200 
Jupiter 2200 
Matador 1100 
Mace 2100 
Redstone 325 
Pershing 1/1A 740 
Pershing 11 1800 
GLCM 2500 
Lacrosse 38 
Honest John 38 
Corporal 160 
Sergeant 140 
Lance 140 

Artillery 
280mm 
8-inch 
155mm 

Defense 
Nike Hercules SAM 
ADMs 
Falcon AAM 

Miscellaneous 
Davy Crockett 
Walleye ASM 
Bullpup ASM 
ASW Depth Bombs 
Non-nuclear Bombs 

Entry-Withdrawn 
1950-to date 



TABLE XV 

DEPLOYMENTS IN NATO EUROPE 
NUMBER OF 
WEAPONS 

END FISCAL YEAS TOTALS 

- 

- 

',----------<. -_-_* 
--, 

- 

- 

1353 1355 1957 1959 1961 I963 1365 1987 1569 1971 1173 1975 1377 

FORMERLY RESTRICTED 



Deployments in NATO Europe 

8000 

1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 
Year 

Av. 4 6 0 7  3 1 6 9  11406 



TABLE XVa 

NATO EUROPE DEPLOYMENTS 
' CENTRAL REGION 

NUMIEU OF 
WEAPONS 



NATO Europe Deployments 
Central Region 

7000 -.___________________________________ 
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TABLE XVb 

NATO EUROPE DEPLOYMENTS 

NUMBER OF 
WEAPONS 



NATO Europe Deployments 
Greece, Italy, Turkey 

1961 1966 1971 1976 
Year 

YEAR 
1961 
1962 

TOTAL 
408 
478 

BOMBWART 
355 
3 67 

ADM/NIKE 
2 1 
41 

ASW 
0 
n 



Chronological Deployment to NATO, by Weapon 
System/President 

Two dozen types of nuclear weapons systems have been deployed to 
one or more NATO countries beginning in 1954. 

Aircraft Bomb 
280 mm shell 
Matador 
Honest John 
Corporal 
8-inch artillery 
ADM 
Redstone 
Thor 
Nike Hercules 
Mace 
Lacrosse 
Jupiter 

Falcon 
Davy Crockett 
Bullpup 
Sergeant 

Sep 1954 (UK) 
Apr 1955 (GE) 
Apr 1955 (GE) 
May 1955 (GE) 
June 1955 (GE) 
Mar 1956 (GE) 
Mar 1957 (GE) 
May 1958 (GE) 
Oct 1958 (UK) 
Apr 1959 (GE) 
Oct 1959 (GE) 
Apr 1960 (GE) 
June 1960 (IT) 

DDE 
July 1961 (GE) 
Oct 1961 (GE) 
July 1962 (GE) 
Apr 1963 (GE) JFK 

Pershing 1 Apr 1964 (GE) 
155 mm artillery Feb 1965 (GE) 
ASW Depth Bomb Jan 1968 (UK) LBJ 

Walleye 
Lance 

June 1972(GE) 
June 1974 (GE) RMN 

Pershing I1 Dec 1983 (GE) 
GLCM Jan 1984 (UK) RWR 



U.S. Nuclear Stockpile 1945-1961 

Year (End FY) 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 

No. 
2 
9 

13 
50 

170 
29 9 
438 
841 

1,169 
1,703 
2,422 
3,692 
5,543 
7,345 

12,298 
18,638 
22,229 

Builds Megatonnage 
2 0.04 
7 0.18 
4 0.26 

43 1.25 
123 ' 4.19 
264 9.53 
284 35.25 
644 49.95 
345 72.80 
535 339.01 
806 2879.99 

1379 9188.65 
2232 17,545.86 
2619 17,303.54 
7088 19,054.62 
7178 20,491.17 
5162 10,947.71 

Source: DOE 



What Might Have Been 

"Between April and June in 1956 and 1957 the Joint Committee on 
Atomic Energy conducted hearings on the stockpile and dispersal of 
nuclear weapons. Summaries of the testimonies given by the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and Chiefs of the Services reveal some rather 
startling and somewhat contradictory opinions, 

The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Radford, stated 
that no major expansion of AEC production facilities was justified at the 
time. Admiral Burke (Navy) and General Twining (Air Force) stated that 
the Navy and Air Force were satisfied with the 1957-1959 stockpile 
figures. General Twining, however, also made the remark that the Air 
Force would like to have a fantastic number of weapons. The Army was 
even more ambivalent. General Gavin gave 151,000 weapons as the 
Army's total requirement with 106,000 for tactical battlefield use, 25,000 
for air defense and 20,000 for support of our allies. He estimated that a 
typical field army might use a total of 423 atomic warheads in one day of 
intense combat not including surface-to-air weapons." (History, p. 50) 

"Finally, in June 1958, the JCS after careful study, recommended a 
stockpile level of from 51,000 to 73,000 warheads by 1968." (History, p. 77) 
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TABLE X7I 

- 
PACIFIC ASHORE DEPLOYMENTS 

END FISCAL YEAR TOTALS 



Pacific Ashore 

Year 



Chronological Deployment to the Pacific, by Weapon 
System/President 

Twenty-seven types of nuclear weapons systems have been deployed 
to one or more Pacific locations beginning in 1950. 

Non-nuclear bomb . July 1950 Guam 
Bomb June 1951 Guam HST 

Depth Bomb 
280 mm shell 
Regulus 
BOAR 
8-inch artillery 
Honest John 
Genie 
ADM 
Matador 
Hotpoint 
Corporal 
Lacrosse 
Nike Hercules 

Dec 1955 
Dec 1955 
Mar 1956 
Sep 1956 
June 1957 
June 1957 
Sep 1957 
Jan 1958 
Sep 1958 
Jan 1960 
Mar 1960 
July 1960 
July 1960 

Hawaii 
inawa Ok' 

Hawaii 
Hawaii 
Okinawa 
Hawaii 
Alaska 
Korea 
Okinawa 
Hawaii 
Ok. inawa 
Korea 
Hawaii DDE 

Falcon July 1961 Okinawa 
Little John Apr 1962 Guam, Hawaii, Okinawa 
ASROC Jan 1963 Okinawa 
Nike Zeus July 1963 Kwajalein 
Sergeant July 1963 Korea 
Davy Crockett July 1963 Korea 

. . 
Talos Oct 1963 Hawaii JFK 

Terrier Jan 1964 Okinawa 
ASTOR Apr 1964 Hawaii 
Thor July 1964 Johnston Island 
155 mrn artillery Oct 1964 Hawaii, Korea 
SUBROC Aug 1965 Hawaii 
Mace Apr 1967 Okinawa LBJ 



TABLE XVII 

- -EHR=Fw 

ATLANTIC ASHORE DEPLOYMENTS 
END FISCAL YEAR TOTAL 



Atlantic Ashore 

1961 1966 1971 1976 
Year 



TABLE X V I I I  

AFLOAT DEPLOYMENTS 
END FISCAL YEARS 

FORMERLY RESTRICTED D J  



AFLOAT 

-PACIFIC 

- MEDITERRANEAN. 

1961 1963 1965 1967 1969 1971 1973 1975 1977 

Year 

YEAR 1 TOTAL I ATLANTI 1 PACIFIC I MEDITERRANEA 



Custody of Nuclear Weapons (1947-1959) 

DOD Total 
13 
56 
169 
298 
43 8 
832 

1,161 
1,630 
2,280 
3,620 
5,828 
7,402 

12,305 

Source: L. Wainstein, el a]., The Evolution of U.S. Strategic Command and Control and Warning, 
1945-1972 (Arlington, VA: Institute for Defense Analysis, June 1975), p. 34. 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


